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Year 9 Curriculum Structure 
 

Course periods/cycle  Course periods/cycle 

English 9  200 hour (2 year) 
Elective course 

9 
Mathematics 8  
Science 8  100 hour (1 year) 

Elective course 
8 

PDHPE 5  
History and 
Geography 

8 period each per 
semester 

   

 
Students also participate in Sport on Wednesday afternoons for 2 periods each week. 
 
 

National Assessment Program 
 

Year 9 students will sit for 4 external assessment tests as part of the National Assessment Program.  
The purpose of these tests is to assess the literacy and numeracy performance of Year 7 students.  
The results of these tests will be reported to schools, students and parents using a common reporting 
scale with performance bands in reading, writing, language and numeracy. 
 

Test Type of Task Timeframe Test time 

Language conventions 

50% spelling 
35% grammar 
15% punctuation 
 

Multiple choice (spelling, 
grammar and punctuation) 
and constructed response 
(spelling) 
 

Tuesday 
12 May 

 

45 mins 

Writing 

 
Narrative Tuesday 

12 May 
 

40 mins, including: 
� 5 mins planning time 
� 30 mins writing time 
� 5 mins editing time 

Reading 

7-8 stimulus texts 
 
 

90-100% multiple choice 
0-10% constructed response 

Wednesday 
13 May 

65 mins 

Numeracy 

20-30% number 
20-30% measurement, 
chance and data 
20-30% space & geometry 
20-30% patterns & algebra 

75% of the items will 
be multiple choice 
with the remainder 
constructed or free 
response 
 
 

Thursday 
14 May 

40 min: non-calculator 
40 min: calculator 
 

 
There will be a ‘make up’ day on Friday 15 May for any student who was unable to do their tests on the 
nominated day. 
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Year 9 and the School Certificate – yes it does count! 
 
The School Certificate records student achievement in mandatory and elective courses studied in 
Years 9 and 10.  As such Year 9 class and assessment work must be satisfactorily completed for 
students to be eligible for the award of the School Certificate. 
 

The Course Performance Descriptors, A - E 
Students are awarded a grade for each of the courses they have studied in Years 9 and 10. The grades 
are based on a set of Course Performance Descriptors developed by the NSW Board of Studies. They 
indicate a student's full range of achievements in each course, providing a detailed report of the 
student's overall performance. The Assessment Resource Centre website describes this aspect of the 
School Certificate in more detail.  
 

Year 9 students will be awarded a grade, A – E, based on their academic performance in their 100 hour 
1 year Elective Course.  This grade will be entered with the NSW Board of Studies and will appear on 
the student’s School Certificate Record of Achievement. 
 

Teachers will use a variety of tools to assess student achievement including formal and informal 
assessment based on class tasks and experiences provided by the teacher.  It is important that 
students complete all set work throughout the year to the best of their ability to ensure that they 
demonstrate to their class teachers the level to which they have achieved the outcomes of the course. 
 

What will happen to students who are not working or fail to submit assessment tasks? 

Students who do not satisfactorily complete the course will be awarded an ‘N’ determination in that 
course.  An ‘N’ means a ‘non-award’.  Students MUST demonstrate ‘diligence and sustained effort’. 
They must achieve ‘some or all of the course outcomes’ or they will risk receiving an ‘N’ determination 
in that course. (see Rose Bay Secondary College School Certificate Assessment Policy and Program on 
our website). 
 

How do you know if your child is at risk of receiving an ‘N’ determination in their elective course. 
 

First formal warning letter 

A formal warning letter will be issued to the student by the class teacher outlining the course work 
that is to be completed and a due date.  A copy of this letter will be posted to parents/carer. 
 

If the work is not completed and there is no improvement then…. 
 

Second formal warning letter 

A second formal warning letter will be issued to the student by the Head Teacher, again outlining the 
course work that is to be completed and a due date.  A copy of this letter will be posted to 
parents/carer and an interview with parents/carer will be held. 
 

If this work is not completed and there is still no improvement then… 
 

Final warning letter 

The student will be interviewed by the Deputy Principal and a final formal warning letter will be issued.  
Parents/carer will be contacted by the Deputy Principal and given a copy of the final warning letter. 
 

If after these warnings there is still no improvement, the Principal will conduct an interview with the 
student and their parent(s)/guardian where the ‘N’ determination will be formally made. 
 
How serious is a ‘warning letter’ and what does one look like? 

Warning letters are very serious.  The wording of a warning letter follows the directions of the NSW 
Board of Studies as specified in their Assessment Certification Manuel.  The letter is warning the 
student that they need to apply themselves more seriously to their school work.  The student MUST 
complete the outstanding/overdue school work by the due date or risk their School Certificate.  The 
next page sets out a sample warning letter for non-completion of a School Certificate course. 
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Dear  parent 
 

I am writing to advise that your son/daughter Student A is in danger of not meeting the Course Completion Criteria for 
the School Certificate course Drama. 
 

The Board of Studies requires schools to issue students with official warnings in order to give them the opportunity to 
redeem themselves.  Please regard this letter as the 1st official warning  we have issued concerning Drama.  A minimum 
of two course-specific warnings must be issued prior to a final ‘N’ (non-completion of course) determination being 
made for a course. 
 

Course Completion Criteria 
The satisfactory completion of a course requires principals to have sufficient evidence that the student has: 
 

a)  followed the course developed or endorsed by the Board; and 
b) applied themselves with diligence and sustained effort to the set tasks and experiences provided in the course 

by the school; and 
c) achieved some or all of the course outcomes. 
 

Where it is determined that a student has not met the Course Completion Criteria, they place themselves at risk of 
receiving an ‘N’ determination.  Students who receive an ‘N’ determination in a mandatory course are not eligible for 
the award of the School Certificate.  Drama is not a mandatory course.                    
 

To date, Student A has not satisfactorily met b of the Course Completion Criteria.  The table below lists those tasks, 
requirements or outcomes not yet completed or achieved, and/or for which a genuine attempt has not been made.  In 
order for Student A to satisfy the Course Completion Criteria, the tasks, requirements or outcomes listed overleaf need 
to be satisfactorily completed and/or achieved. 
 

Please discuss this matter with Student A and contact the school if further information or clarification is needed. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

 

 
 
 
To satisfy the Course Completion Criteria, the following task(s), requirements or outcomes need to be satisfactorily 
completed by Student A. 
 

Task Name(s) / Course 
Requirement(s) / Course 
Outcome(s) 

Original Due Date 

(if applicable) 
Action Required by student 

Revised date to be 
completed by 
(if applicable) 

Assessment task 1 – 
Improvisation  
 

April 12, 2009 To be performed at lunchtime on 
Monday May 4 in the Drama Room 

Monday May 4, 2009 

Completion of class notes 
for Topic 1 – 
‘Improvisation:  the do’s 
and don’t’ 

April 12, 2009 All topic 1 class notes and 
worksheets are to be completed into 
Drama notebook and submitted to 
class teacher for book mark 

Monday May 4, 2009 

 
----------����-----------����----------����---------����--Please detach this section and return to the school 
 
Requirements for the Satisfactory Completion of a School Certificate Course 
 
• I have received the letter dated Tuesday, 28 April 2009 indicating that Student A is in danger of not having 

satisfactorily completed ____________________. 
• I am aware that this course may appear on his/her Record of Achievement with ‘Not Completed’ indicated. 
• I am also aware that the ‘N’ determination may make him/her ineligible for the award of the School Certificate. 
 
Parent/Guardian’s signature:______________________________    Date: ____________ 
 
Student’s signature:_____________________________________    Date: ____________ 
 

 
 

SAMPLE OFFICIAL WARNING    –   
Non-Completion of a School Certificate Course 

_________________________________ 
   Class Teacher        /        Head Teacher 

                          /     / 09 
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English 
 

English is a mandatory course that is studied in each of Years 9–10 with at least 400 hours to be 
completed by the end of Year 10. This is a requirement for eligibility for the award of the School 
Certificate. 
 
In Year 9 at RBSC students participate in 9 periods of English per timetable cycle. 
 
The following 2 pages document a detailed program of study for Year 9 students of English.  The first 
program is the comprehensive program followed by the selective program.  It details the units of 
work, the texts studies and the assessment tasks 
 
 
Homework expectations for all Year 9 students in English: 
All Course work includes a strong commitment to students preparing work for lessons and following up 
completion of all classwork at home. Students should be engaged in their own private reading regime as 
well as observing the assessment demands and at the beginning of each unit be researching and 
working towards completion of all tasks. Homework is not set as a separate lesson – it is integral to the 
successful achievement of teaching and learning outcomes. 
 
 
Other relevant English information: Year 9 students are expected to be present for all common 
assessment tasks and must present a doctor’s certificate if unable to attend school for these tasks. 
Non completion of these tasks without adequate documentation explaining absence will result in a Zero 
mark. All tasks must be attempted. 
 
 
How the learning in Year 9 English link does to the Higher School Certificate courses in English 
(Years 11 and 12): Embedded in the 7-17 English Syllabuses is the concept of a continuum of 
learning. All teaching and learning programming and assessment from Year 7 onwards builds skills and 
knowledge that is necessary for the final examination – the Higher School Certificate 
 
 
 
Contact – Ms Kon (Head Teacher English) 
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YEAR 9 ENGLISH – COMPREHENSIVE 
 UNIT 1 - Film –Indigenous perspective     

weeks 1-6 

ASS.1 UNIT 2 -    AUSTRALIANS IN TIME          weeks 7-11 

T/
1 

Outcomes: 6 and 4 
Unit: INTERPRETING FILM TEXTS – Yolgnu Boy 
Cross-curriculum Content: Literacy 
Experience: a range of social, gender and cultural 
perspectives  
Text: FilmModes of language: Viewing and responding, 
speaking and listening  
Report outcome:  A student experiments with different 
ways of imaginatively and interpretively transforming 
experience, information and ideas into texts  
Assessment Task: oral presentation 
– create  storyboard demonstrating     A NEW ENDING   
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Outcomes: 7 and 3 
Unit:  AUSTRALIANS IN TIME  - the way Advertising 
represents culture and gender bias 1950’s to present time.   
Cross-curriculum Content: Literacy and gender 
Experience: cultural heritages, popular cultures and youth 
cultures 

Texts: Fiction and non-fiction, popular media, reality TV. 
modes: reading and writing viewing and representing 
Report Outcome: A student thinks critically and interpretively 
about the ways in which modern technologies of 
communication are used to shape, adapt and re-present past 
and present cultures. The student uses information, ideas and 
increasingly complex arguments to respond to and compose 
texts in a range of contexts. 
Assessment Task:  see assessment 2 (half-yearly exam) 

 UNIT 3 – Research and Evaluate wk 1-5 ASS.2 UNIT 4 – Shakespeare’s Theatre 101  
wk 6-11 

T/
2 

Outcomes: 3 
Unit:  SUPERSIZE ME – non fiction texts and documentary 
representation of modern cultural issues. 
Cross-curriculum Content: Literacy  

Texts: Documentary texts   

Modes – reading, writing, composing, responding 
Experience: a range of social, gender and cultural 
perspectives. 

Report outcome:    Demonstrate understanding of their 
own and others’ compositions and responses 
according to specific guidelines of effectiveness for 
purpose, audience and context 

Task: Research your own topic and present it as the 
information for a script for a documentary presentation. 
This will be reproduced in the exam as a report. 
Assessment task: Semester 1 exam. 
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Unit over 2 terms – this unit will take  

Outcomes: 1,2  and 4 

Unit: SHAKESPEARE’S TAMING OF THE SHREW 

Cross-curriculum Content: Literacy, Diversity & Difference & 
Civic & Citizenship 

Texts: spoken texts and print texts, John Cleese 
representation (BBC) film. 
Modes: speaking, reading, writing, viewing and responding 

Experience:   literature from other countries and times and 
Shakespearean drama 

Report Outcome. 1.6 respond to and compose texts that use 
inference and figurative language, such as symbolism and 
allusion, in complex and subtle ways. Uses and critically 
assesses a range of processes for responding and composing 
Task: Demonstrate and explain how Shakespeare creates 
humour. 
Assessment task:  See assessment 3 (end of unit 5) 

 UNIT 5 –  Shakespeare’s Theatre 102 ASS.3 UNIT 6 – All things Poetic 

T/

3 

Outcomes: 2 and  4 
Unit  APPROPRIATION –  TAMING OF THE SHREW  and 
10 Things I hate about you 
Cross-curriculum Content: Literacy  

Texts: Drama, spoken texts, print texts   

Modes – reading, writing, composing, responding 
Experience: a range of social, gender and cultural 
perspectives. 
Report outcome : The student selects and uses language 
forms and features, and structures of texts according to 
different purposes, audiences and contexts, and describes 
and explains their effects on meaning. 
HAND OUT NOVEL FOR UNIT 7 
Assessment task: Extended responses text and 
appropriation. 
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Outcomes:  1, 4 and 6 
Unit:  ALL THINGS POETIC –   
Cross- curriculum Content: Literacy  
Text Poetry  
Modes – reading, writing, responding 
Perspective: a range of social, gender and cultural 
perspectives 
Report outcome: The student responds imaginatively and 
interpretively to an increasingly demanding range of literary 
and non-literary texts and, describes, explains and evaluates 
the composer’s choices of language forms and features and 
structures of texts in terms of purpose, audience and context 
 
Assess Task: see assessment 4 (yearly exam) 

 UNIT 7 – Appreciating the Novel ASS.4 UNIT 8 – Short Stories and Non-Fiction 
T/

4 

Unit:  APPRECIATING THE  NOVEL  Looking for Alibrandi 
Outcomes: 1   
Experience: a range of social, gender and cultural 
perspectives 
Texts: – fiction – selection of novels and short stories 
Modes of language: Reading, speaking       
Cross-curriculum Content: Literacy & Difference and 
Diversity 
Report Outcome:  A student responds to and composes 
increasingly sophisticated and sustained texts for 
understanding, interpretation, critical analysis and pleasure. 
Assessment task: Semester 2 exam 
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Outcomes:  5 and 11 
Unit:  Assessment for learning –critical response and self 
evaluation using SHORT STORIES AND NON-FICTION 
 
Report Outcome: The student uses and critically assesses a 
range of processes for responding and composing. 
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YEAR 9 ENGLISH – SELECTIVE 
 UNIT 1 - Research and Evaluate  

weeks 1-6 

ASS.1 UNIT 2 - VIVRE LA DIFFERENCE          
weeks 7-11 

T/

1 

 Unit:  BOWLING FOR COLUMBINE  Michael Moore 
Outcomes: 2 
Cross-curriculum Content: Literacy  

 Texts: Documentary texts   

Modes – reading, writing, composing, responding 
Experience: a range of social, gender and cultural 
perspectives. 

Report outcome:    2.5 assess the achievements of 
their own and others’ compositions and responses 
according to specific guidelines of effectiveness for 
purpose, audience and context 

Assessment Task: oral presentation 
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Outcomes: 7 and 3 
Unit: ‘ CULTURAL EMBEDDING IN TEXTS – VIVRE LA 
DIFFERENCE      
Cross-curriculum Content: Literacy and gender 
Experience: cultural heritages, popular cultures and youth 
cultures 

Texts: Fiction and non-fiction, popular media, reality TV. 

modes: reading and writing viewing and representing 
Report Outcome: A student thinks critically and 
interpretively about the ways in which modern technologies 
of communication are used to shape, adapt and re-present 
past and present cultures. The student uses information, 
ideas and increasingly complex arguments to respond to and 
compose texts in a range of contexts. 
Assessment Task:  see assessment 2 (half-yearly exam) 

 UNIT 3 – Film                              wk 1-5 ASS.2 UNIT 4 – Shakespeare’s Theatre 101  
wk 6-10 

T/

2 

Outcomes: 6 and 4 
Unit: INTERPRETING FILM TEXTS – Spirited Away 
Cross-curriculum Content: Literacy 
Experience: film texts –  Japanese Anime 
Text: Film 

Modes of language: Viewing and responding, speaking 
and listening  

Report outcome:  A student experiments with different 
ways of imaginatively and interpretively transforming 
experience, information and ideas into texts  
  
Assessment task: Half-yearly exam. 
Multiple choice response to questions on visual texts and 
print media related to last unit and a creative writing 
response to stimulus material. 
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Outcomes: 1,  2  and 4 

Unit: SHAKESPEARE’S THEATRE – 

  MACBETH 

Cross-curriculum Content: Literacy, Diversity & 
Difference & Civic & Citizenship 

Texts: spoken texts and print texts 
Modes: speaking, reading, writing, viewing and responding 

Experience:   literature from other countries and times and 
Shakespearean drama 

Report Outcome. . 1.6 respond to and compose texts that 
use inference and figurative language, such as symbolism 
and allusion, in complex and subtle ways. Uses and critically 
assesses a range of processes for responding and 
composing. 
Task: examine how Shakespeare develops character and 
intrigue of plot. 
 
Assessment task:  See assessment 3 (end of unit 5) 

 UNIT 5 –  Shakespeare’s Theatre 102 ASS.3 UNIT 6 – All things Poetic 

T/

3 

Outcomes: 2 and  4 
Unit  APPROPRIATION – MACBETH AND SHAKESPERARE 
RETOLD. 
Cross-curriculum Content: Literacy  

 Texts: Drama, spoken texts, print texts   

Modes – reading, writing, composing, responding 
Experience: a range of social, gender and cultural 
perspectives. 
Report outcome:   The student selects and uses 
language forms and features, and structures of texts 
according to different purposes, audiences and contexts, 
and describes and explains their effects on meaning. 
HAND OUT/STUDENTS PURCHASE TO KILL A 
MOCKINGBIRD NOVEL. 
Assessment task: Extended response to text and analysis 
of appropriation. 
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Outcomes:  1, 4 and 6 
Unit:  ALL THINGS POETIC – Australian poetry 
Cross- curriculum Content: Literacy  
Text Poetry  
Modes – reading, writing, responding 
Perspective: a range of social, gender and cultural 
perspectives 
Report outcome: The student responds imaginatively and 
interpretively to an increasingly demanding range of literary 
and non-literary texts and, describes, explains and evaluates 
the composer’s choices of language forms and features and 
structures of texts in terms of purpose, audience and context 
 
Assess Task: see assessment 4 (yearly exam) 

 UNIT 7 – Appreciating the Novel ASS.4 UNIT 8 – Short Stories and Non-Fiction 
T/
4 

Unit:  APPRECIATING THE  NOVEL  To Kill a Mocking bird 
Outcomes: 1   
Experience: a range of social, gender and cultural 
perspectives 
Texts: – fiction – selection of novels and short stories 

Modes of language: Reading, speaking      

  
Cross-curriculum Content: Literacy & Difference and 
Diversity 
Report Outcome:  A student responds to and composes 
increasingly sophisticated and sustained texts for 
understanding, interpretation, critical analysis and pleasure. 
Assessment task: yearly exam 
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Outcomes:  5 and 11 
Unit:  Assessment for learning –critical response and self 
evaluation 
using SHORT STORIES AND NON-FICTION 
Report Outcome: The student uses and critically assesses a 
range of processes for responding and composing. 
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Mathematics – Year 9 
 
Introduction 
 

Mathematics is a mandatory course that is studied in each of Years 7 – 10 with at least 400 hours to 
be completed by the end of Year 10. This is a requirement for eligibility for the award of the School 
Certificate. In Year 9 at RBSC students participate in 8 periods of Mathematics per timetable cycle. 
In years 7 and 8, all students are studying the Stage 4 outcomes. However, in years 9 and 10, there 
are three different courses – Stage 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3. They are used to be referred as Standard, 
Intermediate and Advance respectively. 
 
Course Outcomes 
 

There are five strands in the Stage 5 Mathematics syllabus - Number, Pattern and Algebra, 
Measurement, Data and Space and Geometry. Each strand has outcomes in all the stages. Students in a 
Stage 5.1 class will revisit the Stage 4 outcomes and study the Stage 5.1 outcomes. Stage 5.2 students 
will have to complete 5.1 and 5.2 outcomes while Stage 5.3 students will have to complete all the 
outcomes. 
 
Further Studies in Mathematics 
 

The possible pathways for further studies in 
Mathematics in year 11 are shown in the diagram. 
Solid lines represent the normal pathways while 
the dotted lines are other possible pathways. For 
Stage 5.2 students to take Mathematics (2 Unit) 
in year 11, they should study the “recommended 
outcomes” in Stage 5.3. For Stage 5.3 students to 
take Mathematics Extension in year 11, they 
should also choose Elective Mathematics in year 
10. Extra effort will pay off! 
 
Why to study a more difficult Mathematics course? 
 

Students who study a more difficult Mathematics course in SC and HSC usually can achieve a higher 
mark and UAI respectively. This will enable the students to study in a university course that requires 
good mathematical skills. Some students also enjoy the challenge. 
 
How to choose a Mathematics course? 
 

Year 9 students are allocated into the course according to their level of achievement in year 8. 
Therefore, it is important for year 8 students to complete all set task in Mathematics and achieve the 
result that reflect their true ability in order that they can be allocated to study the appropriate 
Mathematics course. For parents who have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate 
to contact myself or your child's classroom teacher. 
 

 

Stage 5.1 
(Standard) 

NO  
Maths 

Stage 5.2 
(Intermediate) 

General 
Maths 

Stage 5.3 
(Advance) 

Maths 
(2 Unit) 

Elective 
Maths 

Extension 
Maths (3 unit) 
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What will students learn about in the comprehensive classes? 
 
What will students learn to do in Year 9 comprehensive classes? 
 

RBSC offers all three courses in Stage 5 to comprehensive students. During the year, the Head 
Teacher could change students’ course according to their performance in tests and examinations. 
 

Course Content (Stage 5.1)  

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

• Review and Integers 

• Fractions, Decimals and 
Percentages  

• Number Patterns and 
Algebraic Techniques 

• Perimeter and Area 
(Pythagoras’ Theorem)  

• Surface Area and Volume  

• Consumer Arithmetic – 
Earning & Spending Money 

• Data  

• Equations and 
inequations  

• Properties of 
Geometrical Figures  

• Linear 
Relationship 

• Time 

• Indices  

 

 

Course Content (Stage 5.2)  

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

• Fractions, Decimals and 
Percentages 

• Rational Numbers 

• Algebraic Techniques 

• Perimeter and Area 

• Surface Area and 
Volume 

• Consumer Arithmetic  

• Data  

 

• Equations and inequations 

• Properties of Geometrical 
Figures 

• Coordinate Geometry  

• Trigonometry 

• Congruence 
and Similarity  

 
 

Course Content (Stage 5.3)  

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

• Fractions, Decimals and 
Percentages 

• Rational Numbers and 
Real Numbers 

• Algebraic Techniques 

• Equations and 
inequations 

• Perimeter and Area 

• Consumer Arithmetic  

• Trigonometry 

• Data 

 

• Further Algebra  

• Properties of 
Geometrical 
Figures 

• Probability  

• Coordinate 
Geometry 

• Deductive 
Geometry 

• Graph of Physical 
Phenomena 

 



 11

How will the students know what is expected of them in Year 9 comprehensive classes? 
 

Homework expectations  

Types of 

homework  

How do students 

record their 

homework? 

When are they issued? 

How often should 

students expect to 

receive homework? 

How is the homework 

checked, marked and 

reported? 

What action is taken 

when students do not 

complete their 

homework? 

Exercise in 
textbook, including 
practice exercise, 
chapter review and 
mixed review.  

Worksheet and / or 
exercise from 
MATHLETICS. 

 

Homework is given in a 
regular basis at least 
once a week. 

Homework is recorded 
in exercise book by 
students. 

Students are required to 
self mark the homework 
from textbook.  

Completed worksheets are 
marked by the teacher or 
checked in class during a 
designate lesson. 

MATHLETICS exercises 
are marked instantly. 

On teacher record. 

Recess/lunch 
detention  

RISC entry. 

Parent – phone and / 
or letter of concern. 

After School 
Detention. 

 

 

Assessment Schedule  

Topic/Area of study Type of Task Weight Timeframe 

Topic test at the end of each 
topic 

Written test in class time Equal weighting When the topic 
is completed 

A common test for Terms 1, 2 
and 3. 

Written test in class time Equal weighting At end of term  

 

Yearly examination covering all 
topics taught 

Written examination in class 
time 

25% of 
Semester 2 
report 

Term 4 during 
assessment 
week 

 
Other relevant Mathematics information: 

1. Every student will be issued the textbook for the current year provided that last year’s 
textbook has been returned.  

2. Student has to pay for the replacement / repair of any lost / damage textbook(s).   
3. An exercise book, preferably a grid book with 96 pages, for mathematics only is compulsory in 

every mathematics lesson. A new exercise book should be used in the beginning of Term 1 and 
Term 3. 

4. Pen, pencil, a scientific calculator, geometrical instruments including a protractor, compass, set 
square and ruler are compulsory in every mathematics lesson unless otherwise specified by the 
teacher. 

5. 9MAT.1 will follow the Stage 5.3 course, the same course of the selective classes. However, 
the class could have different homework expectation and assessment schedule. 

6. The Head Teacher will decide the appropriate course for the other comprehensive classes 
according to the level of achievement of the students in the particular class.  
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What will students learn about in the selective classes? 
 

What will students learn to do in Year 9 selective classes? 
 

All Year 9 selective classes will follow the Stage 5.3 course. They are also given a broader overview in 
their lessons to explore the Working mathematically Outcomes in the Stage 5 syllabus. Specifically 
they will have the opportunity to develop skills in Questioning, Applying Strategies, Communicating, 
Reasoning and Reflecting within the course content.  
 

Course Content (Stage 5.3)  

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

• Fractions, Decimals and 
Percentages 

• Rational Numbers and 
Real Numbers 

• Algebraic Techniques 

• Equations and 
inequations 

• Perimeter and Area 

• Consumer Arithmetic  

• Trigonometry 

• Data 

 

• Further Algebra  

• Properties of 
Geometrical 
Figures 

• Probability  

• Coordinate 
Geometry 

• Deductive 
Geometry 

• Graph of Physical 
Phenomena 

 
How will the students know what is expected of them in Year 9 selective classes? 

Homework expectations  

Types of homework  When are they issued? How is the homework marked? Missed homework? 

Exercise in textbook, 
including practice 
exercise, chapter 
review and mixed 
review. Worksheet 
and / or exercise 
from MATHLETICS. 

Selective classes 

should expect to 

have assignment or 

project. 

 

Homework is given in a 
regular basis at least 
once a week. 

Selective classes may 

have homework after 

each maths lesson. 

Homework is recorded 
in exercise book by 
students. 

Students are required to self 
mark the homework from 
textbook.  

Completed worksheets are 
marked by the teacher or 
checked in class during a 
designate lesson. 

MATHLETICS exercises are 
marked instantly. 

Assignment or project could 

be marked in various ways, 

such as presentation in 

class, display, checked or 

marked by teachers etc. 

whichever is appropriate. 

On teacher record. 

Recess/lunch 
detention  

RISC entry. 

Parent – phone and 
/ or letter of 
concern. 

After School 
Detention. 
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Assessment Schedule  

Topic/Area of study Type of Task Weight Timeframe 

Topic test at the end of each 
topic 

Written test in class time Equal weighting When the topic is 
completed 

A common test for Terms 1, 2 
and 3. 

Written test in class time Equal weighting At end of term  

 

Yearly examination covering all 
topics taught 

Written examination in 
class time 

25% of Semester 
2 report 

Term 4 during 
assessment week 

 
Other relevant Mathematics information: 

1. Every student will be issued the textbook for the current year provided that last year’s 
textbook has been returned.  

2. Student has to pay for the replacement / repair of any lost / damage textbook(s).   
3. An exercise book, preferably a grid book with 96 pages, for mathematics only is compulsory in 

every mathematics lesson. A new exercise book should be used in the beginning of Term 1 and 
Term 3. 

4. Pen, pencil, a scientific calculator, geometrical instruments including a protractor, compass, set 
square and ruler are compulsory in every mathematics lesson unless otherwise specified by the 
teacher. 

5. The selective classes have their own test and examinations.  

          
 
Contact – Mr Lo (Head Teacher Mathematics) 
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Science 
 
Science is a mandatory course that is studied in each of Years 7–10 with at least 400 hours to be 
completed by the end of Year 10. This is a requirement for eligibility for the award of the School 
Certificate. 
 
In Year 9 at RBSC students participate in 8 periods of Science per timetable cycle. 
 
The Stage 5 Science Curriculum is taught in Year 9 and Year 10. All work covered in these two years 
are included in the School Certificate Examination. 
 
What will students learn about?  
 

Year 9 Science Comprehensive Course Content 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Topic 1: Chemistry -
Atomic Theory 
 
 
Topic 2: Biology - 
Diseases, reproduction 
and control 

Topic 2: Biology - 
Diseases, reproduction 
and control (ctd) 
 
Topic 3: Communication 
 

Topic 3: Communication 
(ctd) 
 
 
Topic 4: Earth Science 
- Resources 

Topic 4: Earth Science 
– Resources(ctd) 
 
Topic 5:Plate Tectonics 
and Natural Events 

 
Year 9 Science Selective Course Content 

The teaching of Science in Selective Classes involves the following: 
• Curriculum compacting 
• Investigative Learning 
• Explorative, Enrichment and Extension Learning 

Teachers follow the additional content suggested by the Board of Studies Years 7-10 Science Syllabus 
which outlines the extension activities for gifted and talented students, relevant to the 5 topics listed 
above. 
All students in the selective classes are to sit for the Science Competition. 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Topic 1: Chemistry -
Atomic Theory 
 
 
Topic 2: Biology - 
Diseases, reproduction 
and control 

Topic 2: Biology - 
Diseases, reproduction 
and control (ctd) 
 
Topic 3: Communication 
 

Topic 3: Communication 
(ctd) 
 
 
Topic 4: Earth Science 
- Resources 

Topic 4: Earth Science 
– Resources(ctd) 
 
Topic 5:Plate Tectonics 
and Natural Events 

 
What will students learn to do?  
In Year 9 Science students will have the opportunity to develop: 

a) core skills in planning investigations, conducting investigations, communicating information and 
understanding, developing scientific thinking and problem-solving techniques, working 
individually and in teams, and  

b) Knowledge and understanding in the history of Science, the nature and practice of Science, 
applications and uses of Science, implications of Science and the environment, current issues, 
research and development, models, theories and laws, and structures and systems related to 
the physical world, matter, and the interactions within the physical world, matter, the living 
world and earth and space. 

A combination of theory and practical lessons will be used to facilitate the learning for all students in 
Year 9. 
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How will the students know what is expected of them?  
Students are reminded that assessment in Year 9 is ongoing. Students must ensure they attend 
classes regularly and complete both class work and home work. 
 

Year 9 Science Formal Assessment Schedule for Comprehensive and Selective classes 

Topic/Area of study Type of Task Weight Timeframe 

Topic Tests 
 

Class Tests after each topic 
(5 topic tests in total). Selective Classes to be 
given tests which reflect the extension work 
covered by these classes. 

10% After each 
topic 

Book Work  Student book (shows completion of all work and 
neatness) 

10% Ongoing 

Science 
Skills/Experimental 
Work 

Designing, conducting and writing up of 
experiments 

10% Ongoing 

Homework Research, completion of class work, science 
articles, etc. Selective classes to be given tasks 
which reflect higher order thinking skills. 

10% Ongoing 

Compounds and Reactions 
 

Assignment on the history of the development of 
the atom 

10% Term 1 Week 
7 

Diseases, reproduction 
and DNA 

10 minute class oral presentation on a disease of 
choice. 

10% Term 2 
Week 4 

Half Yearly Exam Common test for all classes in Year 9 15% Term 2 
Week 7 

Communication Research assignment in electricity, light and 
coordination 

10% Term 3 
Week 8 

Yearly Exam Common Test for all classes in Year 9 15% Term 4 
Week 6 

 
Homework expectations for all Year 9 students in Science: 
All students will be given these types of tasks regularly to complete at home: 

• Overnight homework to complete unfinished class work 
• Homework booklet which contains extension work and revision work  
• Complete assignment work listed on table above 
• Science articles review 

It is expected that students complete these tasks by the due date. It is anticipated that students will 
get up to 2-3 hours of Science Homework per week. 
 
Other relevant Science information: 
• Students are to bring the correct equipment to class everyday. 
• Safety Rules and standards are to be complied by all students in all lessons 
• Students are encouraged to talk to their caregiver regularly about Science and its connection to 

the world around us 
• Where possible, students are to bring issues concerning Science and the world they live in to 

classroom discussions, to seek teacher explanation and clarification of these phenomena. 
• Students who do not complete tasks by the due date will be penalised. A 10% deduction of marks 

per day late will be enforced. 
• Students who are away are expected to catch up on work upon their return by asking a buddy in 

class and their class teacher. 
• Students can participate in a Science Competition which will be held on 10th June 2009. All 

students in the selective classes are expected to participate in this competition. 
• Students are expected to follow safety procedures in the laboratory to carry out investigations.  
 
Contact – Ms Andre (Head Teacher Science) 
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Mandatory History 

 
Mandatory History has been designed to provide students with an understanding of 20th century 
Australian history and civics and citizenship. Students will also develop the skills required for the 
effective study of History. History is studied for 8 periods per cycle in either semester 1 or 2 in year 
9.  
 

The Comprehensive classes - 9A, 9B, 9C, 9D, 9E 
 
What will students learn about in 9A, 9B, 9C, 9D, 9E? 
 
Students will develop knowledge and understanding of significant developments in Australia’s 20th 
century social, political and cultural history. This will include continuity and change in Australia’s 
international relationships and an investigation of the changing rights and freedoms of Aboriginal 
peoples and other groups in Australia. Through this, students will value and appreciate history as a 
study of human experience and the contribution of past and present peoples to our shared heritage, 
creating the opportunity to develop a lifelong interest and enthusiasm for history. This course 
provides the opportunity to contribute to a just society through informed citizenship. 
 

Course Content 

Term 1/3 Term 2/4 

 

Topic 1: Australia to 1914 

- how people lived and worked in Australia 
around the turn of the century 

- reasons for Federation and the creation of 
the Australian constitution 

- voting rights and the composition of 
Australia’s population 

- origins and implementation of the 
Immigration Restriction Act, 1901 

- Social legislation 1901-1914 
 
Topic 2: Australia and WWI 

- Australia’s involvement in WWI including the 
Gallipoli campaign and the creation of the 
Anzac Legend 

- The conscription issue 
- The experiences of particular groups during 

the war 
- Australia’s commemoration of WW1 

 
Topic 3: Australia between the Wars 

- The differing experiences of various 
groups during the interwar period 

- The contribution and significance of at 
least one Australian, one important event 
and one political development during the 
interwar period 

 
Topic 4: Australia and WWII 

- Australia’s involvement in WWII 
- The experiences of Australian’s in WWII 
- The impact of the war on civilians 
- Wartime government controls such as 

conscription, rationing and censorship 
- The changing roles of Australian women in 

WWII 
- Australia’s changing relationship with 

Britain and the USA 

 
What will students learn to do in 9A, 9B, 9C, 9D, 9E? 
 
The mandatory history course develops the skills to undertake the process of historical inquiry, 
including researching and investigating a topic and source analysis, to facilitate student understanding 
of the nature of history as reflecting differing perspectives and viewpoints. Students also develop 
skills in communicating their understanding of history in written, oral or graphic forms.  
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How will the students know what is expected of them in 9A, 9B, 9C, 9D, 9E? 
 

Year 9 PDHPE Formal Assessment Schedule for Comprehensive classes 

Topic/Area of study Type of Task Weight Timeframe 

Australia’s experiences at 
Gallipoli  

Research and create a diorama 25% Wk 7 Term 1/3 

Australia between the wars 
 

Oral presentation  25% Wk 2 Term 2/4 

Australia and World War II 
 

Extended response  25% Wk 6 Term 2/4 

All topics  
 

In class test  25% Wk 9 Term 2/4 

 

The Selective classes - 9F and 9G 
 
What will students learn about in 9F and 9G? 
Students learn the mandated content outlined above. 
 
What will students learn to do in 9F and 9G? 
Appropriate units of work are designed for the selective students in line with the history syllabus; 
these are intended to extend the students’ skills and understanding beyond the core curriculum. 
Students will begin each topic with a pre-test to assess their prior knowledge and then the core 
curriculum will be compacted and differentiated using particular models such as Blooms and Williams.  
Compacting the curriculum allows more time for students to work on skills and content not already 
mastered and provides time for more challenging learning experiences. 
 
How will the students know what is expected of them in 9F and 9G? 

Year 9 PDHPE Formal Assessment Schedule fro Selective classes 

Topic/Area of study Type of Task Weight Timeframe 

Australia’s experiences at 
Gallipoli  
 

Site study and newspaper 
report  

25% Wk 7 Term 1/3 

Australia between the wars 
 

Oral presentation 25% Wk 2 Term 2/4 

Australia and World War II 
 

Extended response  25% Wk 6 Term 2/4 

All topics  
 

Source based in class test  25% Wk 9 Term 2/4 

 
Homework expectations for all Year 9 students in History: 
Students should expect to receive homework at least once a week; the types of homework will include 
completion of class work, extension work and mini assignments.  Completion of homework will be 
recorded by the teacher, if homework is not completed students may be asked to complete homework 
during recess or lunch. Parents will be informed either by phone call or letter if students continually 
fail to complete homework.  
 
How the learning in Year 9 History links to the Higher School Certificate courses in History 
(Years 11 and 12) 
Students who satisfactorily complete Stage 5 Mandatory History are equipped with the knowledge, 
skills and understanding to pursue the study of 2 unit Ancient and 2 unit Modern History in the senior 
school. It also provides the foundation for the study of social science subjects; Society and Culture, 
Business Studies, Economics, Geography and Legal Studies. 
Contact – Ms Collins (Head Teacher History) 
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Geography 
 
Geography is a Mandatory course that is studied in each of Years 7–10 with at least 200 hours to be 
completed by the end of Year 10. Students MUST undertake 100 hours of study in Global Geography 
(years 7 and 8) and 100 hours of study in Australian Geography (in years 9 and 10). This is a 
requirement for eligibility for the award of the School Certificate.  
 
In Year 9 at RBSC students participate in 8 periods of Geography per timetable cycle for ONE 
Semester (that is, 2 terms).  
 

Year 9 Geography Course Content 

 

Term 1 or 3 

 

 

Term 2 or 4 

The Australian Continent: 

• Australia’s geographical dimensions: 
– Relative size and shape 
– Latitude and longitude 

 

 

• the origins of the continent: 
– Aboriginal perspective 
– Geographical perspective 

 
Physical characteristics that make Australia unique: 

• Major landforms and drainage basins 
• Patterns of climate 
 

 
• Unique floar and fauna 
• Natural hazards in Australia including: 
 
 
 
 
At least ONE natural hazard from the list above: 

• The nature of the natural hazard in Australia 
• The geographical processes involved 
• The impacts of the natural hazard: 
 
 
 
• The reposnsibilities and responses of individuals, 

groups, and various government to a natural hazard 

Human Characteristics that make Australia Unique:  
• Demographic characteristics: 

– Age structure 
– Distribution 
– Ethnic composition 

– Gender 
– Growth rates 
– Population size 

 
Types of Communities 

• Types of Australian communities (including 
Indigenous) 

• Differences between and within Australian 
communities 

 
Factors causing change in Australian Communities: 

 
– Changing nature and pattern of work 
– Cultural integration 
– Demographic change 
– Globalization of economic activity 
– Lifestyle expectations 
– New technologies 
– Recognition of native title 
– Resource depletion 
 

At least ONE Australian community: 

 

• Factors that contribute to the community’s sense 
of identity 

• Factors causing change in the community 
• Individuals, groups, and government levels involved 

in the process of change 
• Community responses to changes 
• Purpose, structure, and actions of community 

groups responding to changes 
 

 
What will students learn to do in Year 9? 
 

In Year 9 Geography students will have the opportunity to develop a wide range of skills such as 
gathering, organising and evaluating geographical information from a variety of sources. Students will 
learn to critically assess the ideas and opinions of others and to form and express their own ideas and 
arguments. 
 
 
 
 

– Climate 
– weather 

– Natural resources 
– vegetation 

 

– Bushfires 
– Droughts 
– earthquakes 

 

– Floods 
– Storms 
– Tropical cyclones 

 

– Economic 
– Environment 
– Social 
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How will the students know what is expected of them in 9A, 9B, 9C, 9D, 9E? 
 
Year 9 Geography Formal Assessment Schedule for Comprehensive classes 

Topic/Area of study Type of Task Weight Timeframe 

Investigating Australia’s 
Physical Environment 

- Skills Test on latitude, longitude, and bearings 
- Skills Test on Contour and Synoptic Charts 
- Research project on a Natural Hazard 

15% 
15% 
20% 

T1 or T3,Wk 4  
T1 or T3, Wk 8 
T1 or T3, Wk 10 due 

Changing Australian 
Communities 

- Research project on an Aboriginal Community 
- Final Exam 

25% 
25% 

T2 or T4, Wk 5 due 
T2 or T4, Wk 6 

 
How will the students know what is expected of them in 9F and 9G? 
 
Year 9 Geography Formal Assessment Schedule for Selective classes 

Topic/Area of study Type of Task Weight Timeframe 

Investigating Australia’s 
Physical Environment 

- Skills Test on latitude, longitude, and bearings 
- Skills Test on Contour and Synoptic Charts 
- Research project on a Natural Hazard – 

enrichment task 

15% 
15% 

 
20% 

T1 or T3,Wk 4  
T1 or T3, Wk 8 
 
T1 or T3, Wk 10 due 

Changing Australian 
Communities 

- Research project on an Aboriginal Community – 
enrichment task 

- Final Exam 

25% 
 

25% 

T2 or T4, Wk 5 due 
 
T2 or T4, Wk 6 

 

Course Differentiation for Year 9F and 9G students in Geography: 
 

9F and 9G students are catered for by introducing higher order course ‘concepts’ such as ‘change’ in order to 
advance students intellectual quality, problem solving, and questioning techniques. These students are given 
‘enrichment tasks’ to demonstrate their deep understanding of the course material. In addition, the course 
delivers: 
 

- Pre-test of students core skills and understanding 
- Content modification: Use of a theme / core concept such as ‘change’ 
- Use of curriculum models such as Bloom’s Taxonomy and Williams to progress talent 
- Compact the outcomes based on the pre-test results 
- Offer choice of working individually or in small groups 
- Process modification: use of 6 thinking hats and Harvard Thinking to promote creativity and critical thinking 
- Product modification: Study of people and / or real world issues 
 
Homework expectations for all Year 9 students in Geography:  
 

• Homework (from the list below) is due in Geography each Friday lesson or as required by teacher. 
 

- Completing unfinished set class tasks 
- Revision of corrected skills tests 
- Homework Booklets that cover topics relevant to the current week’s learning or for test preparation 
- Viewing specified TV programs e.g. weather forecast 
- Long term project – Natural Hazards 
- Long term project – Aboriginal Community 
- Interviewing parents/ relatives about geographical issues 
- Collecting information – photos, newspaper articles on geographical issues 
 
Contact – Miss Kelly (Relieving Head Teacher Social Science) 
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Personal Development Health and Physical Education 
 
Personal Development, Health and Physical Education (PDHPE) is a mandatory course that is studied in 
each of Years 9–10 with at least 300 hours to be completed by the end of Year 10. This is a 
requirement for eligibility for the award of the School Certificate. 
 
In Year 9 at RBSC students participate in 5 periods of PDHPE per timetable cycle. 
 

The Comprehensive classes - 9A, 9B, 9C, 9D, 9E 
 
What will students learn about in 9A, 9B, 9C, 9D, 9E? 
 

Year 9 Comprehensive Course Content 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

“The Changing world of 

me” 
• Equal and 

respectful 
relationships 

• Recognising and 
responding to 
abuse 

• Interdependence 
• Supporting others 
• Understanding 

diversity 
Modified Games  

Orienteering  

• Skill development 
and performance 

• Using movement to 
communicate 

• Leadership, 
teamwork, goal 
setting & problem-
solving   

 
 
 
 
 
 

The changing world of 

us 

• Planning and 
managing sexual 
health 

• Expressing and 
exploring 
feelings 

• Discrimination 
• Positive, 

inclusive and 
satisfying 
relationships 

Athletics  

Non-traditional 

team sports  

• Body control 
and awareness 

• Object 
manipulation 

• Technique 
• Safety in sport 
• Skill 

development 
and 
performance 

 

Our behaviours and 

consequences of health 

• Influences on 
health 

• Decision making 
• Understanding 

healthy food 
habits 

• Understanding 
factors 
influencing 
access to health 

• Analysing health 
information 

Games sense  

Movement composition 

(creating a game)  

• Skill 
development 
and 
performance 

• Purpose and 
planning 

• Sequencing 
• Using feedback 

to improve 
movement 
quality 

Risky Business 

• Drug use 
• Analysing 

case studies 
of drug abuse 

• Empowering 
individuals 
and 
communities 

• Affirming 
diversity 

• Health 
decisions and 
risky 
behaviour 

• Planning for 
healthy 
behaviour 

Court Games 

• Skill 
development 
and 
performance 

• Using 
movement to 
communicate 

• The role of 
rules and 
regulations in 
safe 
participation 

 
 

* 
What will students learn to do in 9A, 9B, 9C, 9D, 9E? 
 
In Year 9 PDHPE students will have the opportunity to develop core skills in communicating, 
interacting, problem-solving, decision-making, planning and moving. 
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How will the students know what is expected of them in 9A, 9B, 9C, 9D, 9E? 
 

Year 9 PDHPE Formal Assessment Schedule for Comprehensive classes 

Topic/Area of study Type of Task Weight Timeframe 

The changing world of me Scaffolded written assignment 10% Term 1, Week 8 
The changing world of us Class test 15% Term 2, week 6 
Behaviours and consequences 
of health 

Assignment 15% Term 3, week 4 

Risky Business Class test 10% Term 4, week 5 
Orienteering Group Treasure Hunt 10% Term 1, weeks 8-9 
Non-traditional Team sports Practical skills assessment 10% Term2 (ongoing) 
Games Sense Develop own game and teach to 

the class 
20% Term 3 (from wk3 

ongoing) 
Court Games Practical skills assessment 10% Term 4 (ongoing) 
 

The Selective classes - 9F and 9G 
 
What will students learn about in 9F and 9G? 
 

Year 9 Selective Course Content 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

“The Changing world of 

me” 
• Equal/respectful 

relationships 
• Enhancing 

relationships 
• Recognising and 

responding to 
abuse 

• Interdependence 
• Accessing support 

services 
• Affirming 

diversity 
Modified Games  

Orienteering  

• Skill development 
and performance 

• Using movement to 
communicate 

• Leadership, 
teamwork, goal 
setting & problem-
solving   

 
 
 
 
 

The changing world of 

us 

• Planning and 
managing sexual 
health 

• Expressing and 
exploring 
feelings 

• Discrimination, 
harassment & 
vilification 

• Adopting 
positive, 
inclusive and 
satisfying 
relationships 

Athletics  

Non-traditional 

team sports  

• Body control and 
awareness 

• Object 
manipulation 

• Technique 
• Safety in sport 
• Skill 

development and 
performance 

 

Our behaviours and 

consequences of 

health 

• Influences on 
health 

• Consequences 
of decision 
making 

• Planning for 
healthy food 
habits 

• Identifying 
factors 
influencing 
access to 
health 

• Critically 
analysing 
health 
information 

Games sense  

Games creation  
• Skill 

development & 
performance 

• Purpose and 
planning 

• Sequencing 
• Using feedback 

to improve 
movement 
quality 

Risky Business 

• Drug use 
• Critically 

analysing case 
studies of 
drug abuse 

• Empowering 
individuals 
and 
communities 

• Explaining 
the impact of 
our health 
decisions and 
risky 
behaviour 

• Planning for 
healthy 
behaviour 

Court Games 

• Skill 
development 
and 
performance 

• Using 
movement to 
communicate 

• The role of 
rules and 
regulations in 
safe 
participation 
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What will students learn to do in 9F and 9G? 
 
In Year 9 PDHPE students will have the opportunity to develop core skills in communicating, 
interacting, problem-solving, decision-making, planning and moving. 
 
How will the students know what is expected of them in 9F and 9G? 
 

Year 9 PDHPE Formal Assessment Schedule fro Selective classes 

Topic/Area of study Type of Task Weight Timeframe 

The changing world of me Selective written assignment 10% Term 1, Week 8 
The changing world of us Selective class test 15% Term 2, week 6 
Behaviours and consequences 
of health 

Selective Assignment 15% Term 3, week 4 

Risky Business Selective Class test 10% Term 4, week 5 
Orienteering Group Treasure Hunt 10% Term 1, weeks 

8-9 
Non-traditional Team sports Practical skills assessment 10% Term2 (ongoing) 
Games Sense Develop own game and teach to 

the class.  
20% Term 3 (from 

wk3 ongoing) 
Court Games Practical skills assessment 10% Term 4 (ongoing) 
 
 
Homework expectations for ALL Year 9 students in PDHPE: 
All assessment tasks are to be submitted by the due date or students will incur a 10% reduction in 
marks. More than 5 school-days late will result in a mark of “zero”. 
 
Homework will be given approximately once per 2-week cycle and checked at the commencement of the 
following lesson. Students are encouraged to record homework into their diary. 
 
 
Other relevant PDHPE information: 
All students are required to bring a complete sports uniform to school for all practical classes. This 
includes the school red polo shirt, sport shorts, lace-up joggers and a school cap. Students are to have 
their exercise book and pens for theory classes. (please do not share books with other subjects, as 
books may be collected for marking) 
 
 
How does the learning in Year 9 PDHPE link to the Higher School Certificate courses in PDHPE 
(Years 11 and 12)? 
 Students will be introduced to HSC content in various areas, including skill composition, performance 
and feedback, planning for healthy behaviours, factors influencing health behaviours, supportive 
environments, empowerment of individuals and communities. HSC PDHPE terminology is also introduced 
within the year 9 course. 
 
 
 
 
Contact – Mr Godby (Head Teacher PDHPE) 
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Commerce 

 
Commerce is an Elective course that is chosen to be studied in Years 9 and 10. Students may choose 1 
year of Commerce that is at least 100 hours or 2 years of Commerce that is at least 200 hours to be 
completed by the end of Year 10. The Commerce course will be included on the student’s award of the 
School Certificate as an Elective. 
 
In Year 9 at RBSC students participate in 8 periods of Commerce per timetable cycle for the year. 
 

Year 9 Commerce Course Content 

 

Semester 1 

 

 

Semester 2 

Running a Business 

• Being an entrepreneur 
• New versus established businesses 
• Planning for success 
• Legal structures 
• Determining costs and prices 
• Break even analysis 
• Money handling & processes 
• Business ethics & Codes of Conduct 
• Business Plan Writing 
• Surveys 
• Prototype development 
• Manufacturing the product 
 

Personal Finance & Consumer Choice  
• Factors affecting choice, spending, and saving: 

– Age 
– Gender 
– Price 
– location 

– Taste / preferences 
– Advertising 
– Income 
– wealth 

• Borrowing money 
• Investment options: running a business 
• Keeping records 
• Payment options 
• Methods of payment 
• Current issues 
 

Promotion and Selling 

• Survey analysis 
• Marketing campaign 
• Marketing plan 
• Current issues 
• Selling techniques 
• Recording sales 
 

Running a Business 

• Selling and recording sales 
• Documentation – forms – record keeping 
• Aspects of key issues in running a business 
• Risk management 
• Liquidation 
• Banckrupcy 
• Annual reports 
 
Employment Issues 
• Types of employment 
• Changing patterns of work 
• Employment contracts 
• Employment (human) relations 
• Resolving disputes 
• Team building 
• Taxation 
• superannuation  
 

E-Commerce 
• Internet, Emails advantages and disadvantages 
• E-Commerce selling techniques 
• On-line shopping 
• Internet banking 
• Protection issues 
• Current issues related to e-commerce 
 

 
What will students learn to do in Year 9? 
 

In Year 9 Commerce students will have the opportunity to develop a wide range of skills such as 
researching, organising, designing, manufacturing, and evaluating commercial information from a 
variety of sources. Students will learn to critically assess the ideas and opinions of others and to form 
and express their own ideas and arguments. They will do this under the banner of experiencing and 
operating a real life business from the establishment phase through to the liquidation phase. 
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Year 9 Commerce Formal Assessment Schedule for classes: 

Topic/Area of study Type of Task Weight Timeframe 

Running a Business and 
Consumer Choice 

- Skills Test on being an entrepreneur 
- Research project on Prototype  

10% 
10% 

T1, Wk 5  
T1, Wk 10 

Employment Issues 
Running a Business  
Promotion and Selling 
E-Commerce 

- Individual Performance Appraisal 
- Business Plan  
- Marketing & Breakeven Analysis 

5% 
15% 
10% 

T2, Wk 5  
T2, Wk 5 – T2, Wk1 
T2, Wk 8 

Running a Business  
Employment Issues 
Personal Finance 

- Selling Initiative (at recess / lunches)  
- Individual Performance 
- Financial Statements & Record Keeping 
- Annual Report 

15% 
15% 
10% 
10% 

T3-4, Wk weekly   
T3, Wk 10 due 
T3, Wk 8 
T4, Wk 8 

 
Course Differentiation for Year 9 Commerce: 
 

Year 9 selective students are catered for by introducing higher order course ‘concepts’ such as ‘change’ in order to 
advance students intellectual quality, problem solving, and questioning techniques. These students are given 
‘enrichment tasks’ to demonstrate their deep understanding of the course material. The enrichment tasks involve 
practical, hands-on operation of a business, formal documentation of departments. In addition, the course delivers: 
 

- Pre-test of students core skills and understanding 
- Content modification: Use of a theme / core concept such as ‘change’ 
- Use of curriculum models such as Bloom’s Taxonomy and Williams to progress talent 
- Compact the outcomes based on the pre-test results 
- Offer choice of working individually or in small groups 
- Process modification: use of 6 thinking hats and Harvard Thinking to promote creativity and critical thinking 
- Product modification: Study of people and / or real world issues / real life business development 
 
Homework expectations for all Year 9 students in Commerce:  
 

• Homework (from the list below) is due in Commerce each Friday lesson or as required by teacher. 
 

- Completing unfinished set class tasks 
- Revision for tests 
- Long term project – prototype development 
- Long term project – manufacturing of product in teams 
- Long term project – selling of product in teams at recess/lunch/weekends 
- Researching and collecting information – costs of raw materials, alternative suppliers 
 
Contact – Miss Kelly (Relieving Head Teacher Social Science) 
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Dance  
 
Dance is an elective course in Year 9 with two courses available. 

1. 100 hour dance course that is studied for one year only. 
2. 200 hour dance course that is studied over a two-year period. 

 
Both courses are studied for the School Certificate.  In Year 9 at RBSC, students participate in 8 
periods of Dance per timetable cycle. 
 
What will students learn about in Year 9 Dance? 

Year 9 Course Content 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Dance Technique 1: 
(Body Skills) 
 
Practical technique classes 
building on body skills: 
 

- Floor work 
- Centre work 
- Moving in space 
- Sequences of 

movement 
- Projection and 

Focus 
- Combination of 

movement 
- Sequences of 

movement 
 
The emphasis of the 
technique classes is on the 
creative elements, which 
lead students to an 
appreciation of various styles 
of dance. 

 

Dance Technique 1: 
(cont. from Term 1)  

 
 
Dance Studies 1:  
(Dance as a Means of 
Communication) 
 
- Composition 
   (solo, duo, group     
    works) 

 
- Improvisation 
 
- Music 
 
- History of Dance 
 
- Dance Kinesiology  
 

Dance Technique 1: 
(cont. from Term 1 & 2)  

 
Production 1:  
(Dance as an Artform) 
 
- Study and perform  
  original solo and/or   
  group work 
 
- Study and perform    
  repertoire work 
 
- Participation in Dance  
  Showcase 
 

 

Dance Technique 1: 
(cont. from Term 1-3)  

 
 
Dance Analysis 1: 
(Dance as an Artform) 
 
- Critical study and  
  evaluation of existing 
  dance works with  
  reference to the intent 

 

 
What will students learn to do in Year 9 Dance? 
In Year 9, Dance students will have the opportunity to develop core skills in Performance, Composition 
and Appreciation. Students will learn to perform for an audience; compose using acquired theoretical 
knowledge and technical skills; watch critically and study dance repertoire from a variety of dance 
styles and genres. 
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How will the students know what is expected of them in Year 9 Dance? 
 

Year 9 Course Content 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Dance Technique 1: 
(Body Skills) 
 
 
 
 
Task 1 – Week 6 
Demonstration of 
sequences:   10% 

Dance Technique 1: 
 
Dance Studies 1:  
(Dance as a Means of 
Communication) 
 
Task 2 – Week 7 
Solo composition focusing 
on the elements of 
movement: 10% 
 
Semester class 
participation mark: 10% 

Dance Technique 1: 
 
Production 1:  
(Dance as an Artform) 
 
Task 3 – Week 4  
Performance of class 
dance at Dance Showcase:    
20% 
 
Task 3 – Week 7 
Performance:   5% 
Composition:   5% 
Appreciation:   5% 

Dance Technique 1: 
 
Dance Analysis 1: 
(Dance as an Artform) 
 
Task 4 – Week 1 
Performance:    5% 
Composition:    5% 
 
Task 5 – Week 5 
Appreciation:   10% 
Composition:     5% 
Performance:   10% 
 

 

 
How is the learning differentiated for the students in the selective students 
Students are given opportunities to learn Danceform software that helps them to compose and create 
their own individual works. Further, students are also given opportunities to learn Video Production 
(Dance for Camera). Practical lessons will be given in camera techniques, editing techniques, and 
directing for camera). Moreover, Dance Performance tasks cater for different levels of technical 
ability, and Dance Analysis tasks require students to use higher order analytical skills. 
 
 
Homework expectations for all Year 9 students in Dance: 
Homework requires regular practice. There are some theory exercises given for homework practice. 
 
 
Other relevant Dance information: 
The Dance Department offers several opportunities for students to be involved in extra curricula 
activities. There are many performance opportunities throughout the year, and ensembles to 
participate in. 
 
 
 
Contact – Mr Alexander Ku (Dance Coordinator/Teacher) 
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Drama 
 

Drama in Year 9 can be taken as a 100 or 200 hour elective.  
 

What will students learn about in Drama? 
Year 9 Drama Course Content 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 
 
Introduction to Drama 
Practices and the 
Elements of Drama 
 
Improvisation 
 
Scene Structures 

 
Playbuilding 

 
Element of Drama: 
Character and Role 
 
Performance Style: 
Comedia De L’Arte 

 
Dramatic Form: 
Street/Environmental 
Theatre with Protest 
/Political Theatre 

  
What are the assessment tasks in Year 9 Drama? 

Year 9 Drama Assessment Schedule 

Topic / Area of Study Type of Task Weight Timeframe 

Improvisation 
Spontaneous Group 
Tasks 

15%  
(Making, Performing) 

Term 1, Week 7 

Scene Structures 
Transforming a Short 
Story into a Play Text  

5% (Appreciating) Term 1, Week 10 

Playbuilding 

Group Playbuilding 
Performance 
 
Extended Response 

15% (Making, 
Performing) 
 
10% (Appreciating) 

Term 2, Week 9 
 
 
Term 2, Week 10 

Element of Drama: 
Character and Role 

Play Review 10% (Appreciating)  Term 3, Week 8 

Performance Style: 
Comedia De L’Arte 
 
 

Group Performance in 
Comedia Style 
 
Logbook 

15% (Making, 
Performing) 
 
 
5% (Appreciating) 

Term 3, Week 9 
 
 
 
Term 3, Week 10 

Dramatic Form: 
Street/Environmental 
Theatre with Protest 
/Political Theatre 

Group Devised Protest 
Theatre 
 
Written Examination 

15% (Making, 
Performing) 
 
10% (Appreciating) 

Term 4, Week 7 
 
 
Term 4, Week 8 

 
What will students learn to do in Drama? 
In Year 9 Drama through the process of Making, Performing and Appreciating, students will learn skills 
in communicating, interacting, working in group situations, problem solving, decision-making and 
creative thinking. 
 
What are the homework requirements for Year 9 Drama students? 
A weekly entry in your Drama Logbook is a mandatory part of the Appreciating process in Drama. A 
dedicated Wiki will be available for all logs to be submitted electronically. 
 
How does learning in Year 9 Drama link to Higher School Certificate courses in Drama? 
The Year 9 Drama Course teaches the basic skills needed for HSC Drama. The structure of the Year 9 
course mirrors that of the HSC Course ensuring that students are familiar with the course structure 
and what is required of them in Stage 6. 
 
Contacts:  
Anna Buckley (Drama Teacher), Sharon Cleary (Drama Teacher), Wendy Kon (Head Teacher English) 
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Food Technology 
 

Food Technology is an elective course studied in either Year 9 and or Year 10. Students can therefore 
elect to study this course over  1 year contributing to 100 hours or study over 2 years (that is years 9 
and 10) which contributes  200 hours to their School Certificate. 
 

In Year 9 at Rose Bay Secondary College students participate in 8 periods of Food Technology per 
timetable cycle. 
 

WHAT STUDENTS WILL LEARN ABOUT IN THIS COURSE 

YEAR 9  FOOD TECHNOLOGY 

Terms 1 and 2 Terms 3 and 4 

*Hygiene and Safety 

-Students will demonstrate hygienic handling of 
food to ensure a safe and appealing product 
-Students will develop knowledge, understanding 
and skills related to food hygiene, safety and the 
provision of quality food 
-Manage OHS issues 
*Food in Australia 

-Students will examine the history of food in 
Australia beginning with traditional bush foods, 
the influence of early European settlers together 
with the continuing immigration from a variety of 
cultures 
-Explore the subsequent effects of the above on 
contemporary Australian eating patterns 
-Students will plan and prepare safe foods which 
reflect eclectic nature of Australia 

*Food for Special Occasions 

-Students will explore a range of special 
occasions including social, cultural religious and  
historical  
-Students will also become exposed to the 
elements of small and large scale catering 
*Food Equity 

-Students will examine food production and 
distribution globally and the influences from 
factors such as transport, infrastructure, 
political environment and geographical 
considerations.  

 

In Year 9 students will have the opportunity to develop; 
• core skills in communicating , interacting, problem solving, decision making , planning all along 

working individually and in groups 
•  knowledge and skills related to food hygiene, safety and the provision of quality food 
• Knowledge and understanding of food properties, processing and preparation and an appreciation of  

their inter-relationship to produce quality food 
• Knowledge and understanding of nutrition and food consumption an appreciation of the 

consequences of food choices on health 
• Skills in designing, producing and evaluating solutions for specific food purposes 
• Knowledge , understanding and an appreciation of the significant role of food in society 

 
How will the students know what is expected of them in Food Technology? 
 

Year 9 Food Technology Formal Assessment Schedule 

Topic/Area of study Type of Task Weight Timeframe 

Occupational Health, Safety &  
Hygiene 

Test 5% T1  Wk 3 

Australian Multicultural 
Cuisines 

Research and Design 15% T1  Wk 7 

Practical Practical 10% T2  Wk 4 
ICT – Australian Bush Foods Research 15% T2  Wk8 
Food for Special Occasions Research 15% T3  Wk6  
Food for Special Occasions Practical 10% T3 Wk4 
Food Equity Research 15% T4 Wk5 
Yearly Exam Exam 15% T4 Wk5 
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Course Differentiation for Year 9 Selective students in Food Technology 
 

Year 9 selective students are catered for by extending task outcomes using higher order thinking 
strategies relating to Food Technology design and research projects 
 
Course Differentiation for Year 9 Selective students in Food Technology 
 

Year 9 selective students are catered for by extending task outcomes using higher order thinking 
strategies relating to Food Technology design and research projects 
 

How the learning in Year 9 Food Technology link does to the Higher School Certificate courses in 
Hebrew (Years 11 and 12) 
The knowledge, skills and experiences that Year 9 Food Technology students gain link directly to the 
senior Food Technology course. The students will enter the HSC with confidence and sound knowledge. 
 
Contact – Mr Braid (Head Teacher TAS) 
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Hebrew 
 

Hebrew II is a year-long 100-hour elective course to be completed either in year 9 or in year 10. It is 
expected that students electing this course will have completed the mandatory 100 hours of Hebrew in 
stage 4.  This course follows the NETA programme, focusing on the four language skills of listening, 
speaking, reading and writing. Hebrew is taught in its linguistic, cultural and spiritual context, using 
texts of all historical periods. 
 

In Year 9 at RBSC students participate in 8 periods of Hebrew per timetable cycle. 
 

What will students learn about in Hebrew? 

Year 9 Hebrew Course Content 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Daily routine 
Notion of time in 
different historical 
periods Jewish holidays 
and traditions 

Food and eating habits 
Hobbies 

Neighbourhood and 
environment 
Sport  
Friendship 

Family Ties 
Healthy body and mind 

 

What will students learn to do in Hebrew? 
In Year 9 Hebrew students will have the opportunity to describe their daily and weekly routine, 
discuss and explain their choice of hobbies, order food in a restaurant, interview residents about their 
environment, recommend activities in one’s own city/town, give instructions for games, discuss 
friendships, describe family members and their biographies, identify body parts, consult with a doctor 
and discuss health issues. 
 

How will the students know what is expected of them in Hebrew? 
Year 9 Hebrew Formal Assessment Schedule 

Topic/Area of study Type of Task Weight Timeframe 

Term 1 and 2 Topics 
 

Reading and Responding 
Listening and Responding 
Writing 
Speaking 
Projects and assignments 

12.5% 
12.5% 
10% 
10% 
5% 

Term 2, Week 7 
Term 2, Week 7 
Term 2, Week 8 
Term 2, Week 8 
Ongoing 

Term 3 and 4 Topics 
 

Reading and Responding 
Listening and Responding 
Writing 
Speaking 
Projects and assignments 

12.5% 
12.5% 
10% 
10% 
5% 

Term 4, week 4 
Term 4, week 4 
Term 4, week 5 
Term 4, week 5 
Ongoing 

 

Course Differentiation for Year 9 Selective students in Hebrew 
Year 9 selective students are provided with work that is designed to extend their ability and skills in 
Hebrew. 
 

Homework expectations for all Year 9 students in Hebrew: 
Homework is given on a regular basis aiming to reinforce new vocabulary, structures and skills learnt in 
class. 
 

Other relevant Hebrew information: 
Course fees.  This is a BJE endorsed course and as such incurs a fee which is to be advised. However, 
the BJE does offer financial assistance where applicable. 
 

How the learning in Year 9 Hebrew link does to the Higher School Certificate courses in Hebrew 
(Years 11 and 12) 
HSC course is available in Modern Hebrew Continuers. With few exceptions, it is expected that 
students will have completed successfully Hebrew III. 
Contact – Ms Collins (Head Teacher History/LOTE) 
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Industrial Technology – Timber (Woodwork) 
 

Timber Technology (Woodwork) Course is an elective course studied in either year 9 and/or year 10. 
Students can therefore elect to study this course over 1 year contributing 100 hours or studied over 2 
years ( years 9 & 10) which contributes to 200 hours to their school certificate. 
 

In Year 9 at RBSC students participate in 8 periods of Timber Technology per timetable cycle. 
 
What students will learn about in this course. 

Year 9 Timber Technology Course Content 

Semester 1 Semester 2 

OHS and Risk 

Management 

Safe use of hand and 
power tools 
 
Materials 

Elements of tree 
structure 

Properties of solid timber 

Equipment, Tools and 

Machines 

Use of a range of 
power tools 
Techniques 

Joining timber 
Wood turning 
Timber finishes 

Links to Industry 

Industrial techniques 
and processes 
 

Design 

Factors affecting 
design of timber 
products 
Project costing 

Workplace 

Communication Skills 

Orthogonal drawing 
and CAD drawing 
 

Societal and  

Environmental Impact 

Effects of the timber 
industry on society and 
the environment 

 

What will students learn to do in year 9. 
In year 9 Technology -Timber students will gain knowledge and skills in the use of materials, tools and 
techniques related to timber which will enhance and further develop the study of specialist modules in 
1. Cabinetwork and 2. Wood Machining.  
Students will have the opportunity to design their projects using a CAD program. 
 
How will the students know what is expected of them in this course. 
 

Year 9 Timber Technology Formal Assessment Schedule for Comprehensive classes 

Topic/Project Type of Task Weight Timeframe 
Fruit Bowl Practical / Drawing  25% Term 1-2 
Storage Table Practical / Drawing 25% Term 2-3 
Wall Cabinet Practical / Drawing 30% Term 3-4 
Yearly Exam Written Exam 20% Term 4  Wk 6 
 

Selective students are integrated with the comprehensive students in the course and they will be 
given extended work relating to design and research assignments. 
 
Homework expectations for all Year 9 students in Timber Technology 

Homework is a valuable part of schooling. It allows for practising, extending and consolidating work 
done in class. 

• Finish class work at home 
• Complete research work relating to design project. 

Revision - regarding exams 
 
How the learning in Year 9 Timber links to the Higher School Certificate courses in TAS. 

The knowledge, skills and experiences they gain in this course, links directly into our senior courses - 
Design & Technology, Industrial Technology and Construction.  Students who have completed the 
stage 5 Industrial Technology – Timber course often transition into our senior courses with 
confidence provided by a sound knowledge of tools, materials and processes. 
 

Contact – Mr. Braid (Head Teacher – Technological and Applied Studies) 
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Information and Software Technologies  
 

Information and Software Technologies is an elective course that is studied in each of Years 
9 and 10 with at least 100 hours to be completed in either Year 9 or 10. The skills developed in this 
course are an invaluable addition to the student acquired skillset that will always hold the student in 
good stead for tertiary studies and working career. 
 
The following modules will be presented in Year 9. 

Year 9 Comprehensive Course Content 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Introduction to 
computing: 
Terminology and basics: 
bits, bytes, binary, octal 
How the computer treats 
bit data differently so 
we can run programs. 
Multimedia in common  
applications 
Word Processing /File 
/Object Embedding 
Powerpoint, Flash 
animation, Photoshop 

Software and hardware 
How hardware 
interacts with the 
software -Operating 
Systems and 
Application programs 
Introduction to 
computer programming 
Creating algorithms 

The Internet – a study. 
What the Internet is, 
How the Internet 
affects all our lives 
1: Socially 
2: professionally –home 
pages – resumes, email 
3: commercially – 
promoting businesses, 
goods and services 
4: problems to look out 
for when using the 
Internet. 
5: Device interactivity  

Office Applications 
Word Processing 
functionality 
Proprietory and text 
and rich text formats. 
Page and text 
formatting 
Spreadsheets:  
Lookup Tables 
Macros 
Databases: Flat and 
Relational databases 
Metalanguage, SQL 
 

 
In Year 9 IST students will have the opportunity to develop core skills in communicating, interacting, 
problem-solving, decision-making, planning and moving. 
 
Assessment in this subject will be predominantly task based on class-time projects and homework 
assignments.  
 

Year 9 Assessment Schedule Information and Software Technologies 

Topic Type of Task Weight Timeframe 
Binary bits Class test 5% Term 1 - week 3 
Multimedia Assignment in class 25 End of term 1 
Software design and creation Assignments * 2 25 Term 2 
Internet Assignment * 2 20 Term 3 
Office Applications Classwork + Assignments 25 Term 4 
 
Students with enhanced aptitude for IST will be given extended work relating to design and research 
assignments. 
 
Homework expectations for all Year 9 IST students: All students are expected to finish incomplete 
classwork and assignment research work at home. Some assignments are to be completed at home. 
 
IST links directly into the senior HSC courses, (i) Information Processes and Technology and (ii) 
Design and Software Design and Development. 
 
Contact Mr Stamell – teacher of IST, Rose Bay Secondary College or Mr Braid (Head Teacher – 

Technological and Applied Studies).  
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Marine Studies 
 
Marine Studies is an elective course that is studied in Year 9 as a 100 hour course or a 200 hour 
course. The 100 hour course is a one year course and is completed at the end of Year 9. The 200 hour 
course runs for two years and is completed at the end of Year 10. Students must select to undertake 
either one of these courses at the end of Year 8. 
 
In Year 9 at RBSC students participate in 8 periods of Marine Studies per timetable cycle in both 
courses. 
 
What will students learn about?  

Year 9 100 and 200 hour Marine Studies Course Content 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 
Basic surf survival and water 
safety techniques 
What is a marine environment 
and what are its special 
features? 
Marine mammals  

Investigating the oceans 
Looking at local rock platform 
ecosystems and their 
inhabitants 
Aquarium setup and 
maintenance (ongoing 
throughout course)  

Aquaculture and growing 
crustaceans 
Biology of Native Crayfish 
Living together in the sea 
(marine ecosystems) 
Fish biology and physiology 

Personal interest project 
Boat building and watercraft 
design and repair 
Basic snorkelling and leisure 
activities in the water. 

 

 
Year 9 200 hour Marine Studies Course Content (2nd year) 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 
Further water skills and 
water safety techniques and 
considerations 
Careers based in the Marine 
Environment 
Temperate marine 
ecosystems 

Introducing Estuaries 
Mangroves 
Aquarium setup and 
maintenance (ongoing 
throughout course) 
Local area study 

Marine disasters 
Marine pests and threats  
Saving water environments 
Food from the sea 
 

Tourism Industry, fisheries 
and employment  
Further snorkelling and 
marine based activities 
 

 
 

 
What will students learn to do?  
 
Students will be engaged in a variety of tasks and skills based in a variety of areas engaging in 
analytical Science and laboratory skills, to swimming and snorkelling skills. It is envisaged that the 
diverse skills and knowledge that students will develop will reflect the diverse nature of the course.  
 
How will the students know what is expected of them?  
 
Students are reminded that assessment in Year 9 is ongoing. Students must ensure they attend class 
everyday and complete both class work, home work and assessment work. A large component of the 
class mark in Marine studies comes from tasks and practical activities completed in class. 
 

Year 9 100 and 200 hour Marine Studies Formal Assessment Schedule 

Topic/Area of 

study 

Type of Task – what the task involves Weighting Timeframe 

Topic Quizzes These will be held at the end of each topic. 
They will not be long tests but will quiz the 
students to see how much they have achieved 
in each module of study. 

15 End of each 
Module 

Topic Assignments/ 
Tasks 

There will be an assignment or task that will 
need to be completed for each topic. These 
will be varied with an emphasis on student 
research and presentation skills. These are 
the most important assessment throughout 
the year. 

25 Will be handed in 
during each 
separate module 



 34

Bookwork/ 
Presentation 

Students will be required to keep a book as a 
record of notes taken from class. This book 
will be necessary to study for exams, quizzes 
and assignments. Neatness and completeness 
will aid in achieving a high mark. 

5 Ongoing 

Practical Skills Students will be engaged in a series of 
practical activities and will be assessed on 
there developing skills in marine based 
activities. 

15 Ongoing 

Class Participation Group work and activities requiring self 
regulation of students own work will be 
required for a considerable amount of class 
time. This will be an important skill that will 
be assessed. 

5 Ongoing 

Excursion Mark Students will have an opportunity to go on out 
of school excursions – there will be small 
assessments or worksheets associates with 
each one and a mark will be calculated. 

5 Ongoing  

Half Yearly Test Test based on knowledge and skills learned 
prior to test 

10 Mid Year 

Yearly Exam Test based on knowledge and skills learned 
prior to test throughout the whole year. 

15 End of Year 

Personal Interest 
Project 
Presentation 

Students will have an opportunity to study an 
area of their own interest and present there 
findings to class as well as submitting a 
report. 

5 Mid Term 3 

 
Homework expectations for all Year 9 students in Marine studies: 
All students will be given these types of tasks regularly to complete at home: 
Overnight homework to complete unfinished class work 
Complete assignment work listed on table above both in class and at home (It is expected that 
students complete these tasks by the due date) 
Revise class notes for regular in class quizzes  
 
Other relevant marine studies information: 
Students who undertake the study of this course should display an interest in the marine environment 
and/or an interest in marine based activities. 
Students should feel comfortable in participating in activities both in and around the water. 
Students are to bring the correct equipment to class everyday. 
Safety Rules and standards are to be adhered to by all students in all lessons. 
Students are expected to follow safety procedures in the laboratory to carry out investigations.  
Students who do not complete tasks by the due date will be penalised. A 10% deduction of marks per 
day late will be enforced. 
Students who are away are expected to catch up on work upon their return by asking a buddy in class 
and their class teacher. 
 
 
Contact – Ms Andre (Head Teacher Science) 
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Music 
Music is an elective study in Year 9 with two courses available. 

1. 100 hour music course that is studied for one year only.  
2. 200 hour music course that is studied over a 2 year period. 
 

Both courses are studied for the School Certificate. 
 
In Year 9 at RBSC students participate in 8 periods of Music per timetable cycle. 
 
What will students learn about in Year 9 Music? 
 

Year 9 Course Content – 100 hour and 200 hour 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Australian Music 

 
 
-notate original 
compositions using 
knowledge of melody, 
keys and chords. 
-perform music from 
Australian artists as 
solo and/or group. 
- analyse Australian 
works with reference 
to the musical concepts 

Baroque, Classical and 

Romantic styles 

 

-analyse music and learn 
to study musical scores 
from various composers 
-performance of 
themes from works and 
own choice pieces. 
-critically listen to 
music in terms of the 
musical concepts.  
- theoretical aspects to 
compose an original 
theme with 
accompaniment 
 

Jazz Music 

 

 

-improvise using a blues 
scale and other modes 
-compose using melody 
and chords and bass 
lines 
-perform solo and/or 
group works from jazz 
composers/arrangers. 
-critically evaluate jazz 
styles with reference 
to the concepts 

Music for Small 

Ensembles 

 

-types of small 
ensembles (rock, 
chamber, vocal) 
-analyse scores and 
charts with reference 
to the concepts 
-perform own choice 
pieces as groups 
-compose a short 
original work for a small 
ensemble using 
“sibelius” (computer 
software). 

 
What will students learn to do in Year 9 Music? 
In Year 9, Music students will have the opportunity to further develop skills in Performance, 
Composition, Aural and Musicology. Students will learn to perform for an audience, compose using 
acquired theoretical knowledge, listen critically and study musical scores from composers in a variety 
of musical styles and genres.  
 
How will the students know what is expected of them in Year 9 Music? 

Year 9 Course Content – 100 hour and 200 hour 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Australian Music 

 
 
Wk 4 individual 
composition 10% 
 
Wk 6 own choice 
performance 10% 
 
Wk 7 listening/written 
exam 10% 
 
 

Baroque, Classical and 

Romantic styles 

 
Wk 4 individual 
composition 10% 
 
Wk 6 own choice 
performance 10% 
 
Wk 7 listening/written 
exam 10% 
 

Jazz Music 

 

 

Wk 5 Improvisation 
task on own 
instrument/voice 10% 
 
Wk 7 listening/written 
exam 10% 
 

Music for Small 

Ensembles 

 

Wk 5 Own choice 
performance 10% 
 
Wk 7 listening/written 
exam 10% 
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How is the learning differentiated for students from the selective stream?  
In Year 9 students elect to study Music and therefore the group can be made up of both 
comprehensive and selective students. Differentiated learning occurs in all skills areas and may not 
target the selective students solely. Students are given opportunities to use notational software that 
allows them to compose and create individually, performance tasks cater for different levels of ability 
and listening tasks require students to use higher order analytical skills.  
 
Homework expectations for all Year 9 students in Music: 
Homework requires regular practice on chosen instrument or voice and assessments may need to have 
some extra time given to them to complete at home. 
There are some theory exercises given for homework practice. 
 
Other relevant Music information: 
The Music Dept. offers several opportunities for students to be involved in extra curricula activities. 
There are many performance opportunities throughout the year, ensembles to participate in and tutors 
are available to teach private/shared lessons at school on various instruments. 
 
Contact – Mrs Masterson  (Head Teacher CAPA) 
 



 37

Photographic and Digital Media 
 

Photographic and Digital Media is an elective course.   In Year 9 at RBSC students participate in 8 
periods (4 periods wet and digital/ 4 periods video and animation) of Photography and Digital Media per 
timetable cycle.  

 

What will students learn about in Year 9 PT and Digital Media? 
Year 9 Course Content 

Term 1 

        “Framed” 
Term 2 

“From A to B”  
Term 3 

“Face Off” 
Term 4 

“Word Up” 
Students will work around 
the theme of the Frame 
Assess prior knowledge  
through a class exercise. 
Wet and Digital Photos 
Students will learn about 
camera and film handling .  
They will look at the formal 
qualities  (elements & 
principles) of design and 
composition. 
They will create 
photograms  in the 
darkroom. 
Students will begin 
analysing  photographic 
images. 
Video and Animation 
Students will be introduced 
to camera and sound 
equipment.  They will also 
be introduced to screen 
language and the way it 
shapes audiences opinions. 
Students will explore and 
outline the fundamentals 
involved in script writing for 
narrative .  
Students will start to form 
their own ideas and concepts 
about film through the film 
diary.  
Students will be introduced 
to different animation 
techniques by researching 
and analysing animation-
based films.  
Stop-frame  animation 
exercise. 
Introduce students to editing 
animation on iMac. 

Students will work 
around the theme of 
the Journey in the 

Urban Environment. 
Wet and Digital Photos 
Students will develop 
ideas based on their 
school and local 
environment. These will 
then be interpreted 
using both wet and 
digital photos and be 
presented as a  
narrative or essay  
Video and Animation 
Students will learn about 
the process of 
collaboration  and 
shoot their short films 
from Term1 on location. 
They will then 
investigate editing 
techniques  (such as 
montage, continuous, 
etc.) and learn how to 
construct a video.  
Students will edit  group 
projects. 
Students will look at the 
historical foundations  
of filmmaking 
Students will continue 
writing in their film 
diaries. 
Explore techniques of 
Claymation . Create 
claymation character 
and then shoot basic 
movement Edit. 
 

Students will work 
around the theme of 
People and Places. 
Wet and Digital  Photos 
Students will investigate 
the Portrait in 
Photography and look at 
the function of the 
relationship between 
artist-artwork-world and 
audience. They will look 
at how photographers use 
installation as a form to 
express their ideas to a wider 
audience. 
They will take a series of 
photos  to be used in an 
installation  for audience 
response. 
Students will also be 
encouraged to develop 
autonomy  in producing  
B & W photos using the 
SLR camera 
Video and Animation 
Students will explore 
documentary  filmmaking 
and investigate how film 
makers construct 
meaning. 
They will then expand on 
their scriptwriting and 
screen language 
techniques by 
commencing pre-
production on a 
documentary-style short 
film. 
Students will be 
introduced to other 
animation techniques  
like cels, cut-outs and 
montage. 
 

Students will work 
around the theme of 
the Text. 
Wet and Digital 
Photos 
Students will 
investigate the use of 
text  in photography 
focusing on the 
Cultural and 
Postmodern frames. 
They will integrate 
ICT and create a  
PowerPoint   
presentation 
incorporating images 
and text. They will 
also explore 
manipulation of the 
image using 
Photoshop . 
Students will 
research relevant 
photographers 
Video and Animation 
Students will 
investigate the work 
of contemporary 4D 
Video artists . 
Students will create a 
text-based sound 
and image video 
work in iMovie. They 
will experiment and 
apply manipulation 
techniques to this 
video in post-
production phase. 
Students will continue 
writing in their film 
diaries. 
 

 

What will students learn to do in Year 9 PT and Digital Media? 
In Year 9 Photography and Digital Media students will develop skills and knowledge in photographic, 
digital, video and animation techniques. These include darkroom techniques, camera craft, digital 
photographic editing (including Photoshop), video editing, animation and sound production.  
Students will investigate and explore the historical and cultural significance of the photographic and 
moving image. They will also look at how artists represent ideas and interests in photographic and 
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digital works.  Students begin to make decisions about how to apply aspects of practice to making 

photographic and digital works to represent their intentions and communicate meanings. 
 
How will the students know what is expected of them in Year 9 PT and Digital Media? 
Students are given a schedule of their assessment tasks as outlined below 
 (Making = 60% Theory = 40% 
 

Year 9 Assessment Schedule 

Term 1 

        “Framed” 
Term 2 

“From A to B”  
Term 3 

“Face Off” 
Term 4 

“Word Up” 
 
Wet and Digital Photos 
 
Week 11: 
VAPD and photograms  
                                          5% 
 
Video and Animation 
 
Week 6:  
Film Diary                      
                                         5%                         
 
Week  11: 
Completed Story 
and animation  
exercises                         
                                        5%                                                               
 
 

 
Wet and Digital Photos 
 
Week 11: 
“From A to B” photo 
essay and VAPD 
                                10% 
 
 
Video and Animation 
 
Week 5: 
History of Cinema 
Assignment 
                                10% 
 
Week 7: 
 Short Film shoot 
                                10% 
                                 
 
  
                                
 

 
Wet and Digital Photos 
 
Week 5: 
Portrait Photography 
Assignment    
                                  10%                                             

Week 9: 
Photographic 
installation a nd VAPD              
                                       10%                               
 
Video and Animation 
 
Week 3: 
Completed short film  
                                  10% 
 
Week 7:  
Film Diary           
                                5%  

                         
 

 
Wet and Digital 
Photos 
 
Week 5: 
Image and text task 
and VAPD  
                                        
5% 
 
Video and Animation 
 
Week 3: 
“Word Up” edit 
                                       
5% 
 
 
Week 7:  
Yearly Exam   
                                  
10% 

 
How is the learning differentiated for the students in the selective students 
The Photographic and Digital Media students are given the opportunity to extend all of their practical 
tasks both in-class and outside of school. The Term 2 and Term 3 assignments are differentiated for 
the selective students so that they may choose to attempt the tasks at a more challenging level. 
 
 
Homework expectations for all Year 9 students in PT and Digital Media: 
Students are expected at all times to complete research for both practical and theory tasks. 
On going assignment work is given once per semester.  
Revision of both technical and historical studies for end of year exam. 
 
 
Other relevant PT and Digital Media information: 
There are many community and school-based photography and film competitions which the students are 
encouraged to enter. The major ones are the Woollahra Council Photographic and Short Film student 
Competition, V-Fest and the Robin Anderson student film competition. The students are also 
encouraged to make a film at the end of the year for Tropfest Junior 

Contact – Mrs Masterson (Head Teacher CAPA) 
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Physical Activity and Sport Studies (PASS) 
 
Physical Activity and Sport Studies (PASS) is an elective course which if offered both as one year and 
also as a 2 year course at Rose Bay Secondary College 
 
In Year 9 at RBSC students participate in 8 periods of PASS per timetable cycle, which is made up of 
practical and theory components. 
 
What will students learn about in Physical Activity and Sport Studies? 
 

Year 9 Physical Activity and Sport Studies Course Content 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

• Australian’s 
sporting identity 

• Physical activity b& 
sport for specific 
groups 

 
 
 

• Fundamentals of 
movement skill 

• physical fitness 

• Physical Fitness 
• Participating with 

safety 
• Event management 
• Fundamentals of 

movement skill 
development 

• Enhancing 
performance –
Strategies. 
techniques, 
technology 

• Participation and 
performance. 

 
What will students learn to do in Physical Activity and Sport Studies? 
 
In Year 9 PASS students will have the opportunity to learn about structures and functions of the 
human body, identify and investigate the role of sport in shaping Australia’s identity, and measure 
physical fitness. Additionally, students will be exposed to a variety of physical activities both within 
school and the wider community. PASS students will be involved in the management and support of the 
Yr 7 Zone Gala Day in term1, The Zone Cross Country Carnival in Term 2 and the Yr 7 Surf and 
Survival Program at Bondi Beach, during Term 4.  
 
How will the students know what is expected of them in Physical Activity and Sport Studies? 
 

Year 9 PASS Formal Assessment Schedule 

Topic/Area of study Type of Task Weight Timeframe 

• Australia’s Sporting Identity  Research assignment/ 
poster 

10% Term 1 

• Physical activity & sports for 
specific groups 

• Fundamentals of movement skill, 
physical fitness  

Half yearly exam 15% Term 2 

• Physical Fitness 
• Participating with safety 
• Event management  
• Fundamentals of movement skill 

development 

 
Assignment 

 
15% 

Term 3 

• Enhancing performance  
- strategies & techniques, 

technology 
• participation & performance 

Yearly examination 
(this will cover all work 
from Terms 1, 2, 3 &4) 

20% Term 4 

• Practical 
 

Skills assessment conducted 
each term by teacher 

40% total 
(10% each 

term) 

Ongoing 
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How is the learning differentiated for students from the selective stream?  
Extension activities  are prepared for theory lessons 
Assignments have extra research elements  
Practical classes have individual expectations for skill and ability and are conducted accordingly. 
 
Homework expectations for all Year 9 students in PASS: 
Students will be issued homework once per cycle, on a regular day as allocated by the class teacher. 
This homework will be checked and marked as a class during the next theory lesson. 
Assessment tasks are given 2 weeks prior to the due date. Teachers are available for consultation 
prior to the due date.  
 
Other relevant PASS information: 
Opportunities exist for PASS students to explore facilities in their local area as well as having class 
use of the brand new RBSC fitness laboratory, to further enhance understanding of physical fitness 
and fundamentals of movement skill. Non-traditional sports are also studied to build each student’s 
skills base. 
 
 
How the learning in Year 9 PASS link does to the Higher School Certificate courses (Years 11 
and 12) 
PASS is a fantastic opportunity for students to gain insight into the senior PDHPE curriculum, 
including units on anatomy and physiology, physical fitness and nutrition in sport. Also, students gain a 
fabulous insight into factors which enhance performance, which is the basis of a large component of 
the Preliminary and HSC courses. 
 
Contact – Mr Godby (Head Teacher PDHPE) 
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Russian Level 3 Year 9 (100 hrs) 
 

This is an elective year long course designed for both background speakers of Russian and/or for 
students who have completed level 2 Russian course in year 8 and want to continue to study Russian as 
a foreign language.  
 

In Year 9 at RBSC students participate in 8 periods of Russian per timetable cycle. 
 

What will students learn about in Year 9 Russian Elective? 
 

Year 9 Course Content 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Biographies 
Flats/houses 

Towns/cities  
Activities and Hobbies 

Holidays  
Services  

Shopping 
Schooling system in 
Russia 

What will students learn to do in Year 9? 
Students will learn to read, speak, write and listen to different text types (reports, informal 
conversations, biographies, autobiographies, menus, diary entries, personal letters, personal and 
commonsense descriptions, expositions, explanations, posters, advertisements, post cards, notes, 
telephone conversations, announcements, TV programs, invitation cards, timetables and personal 
recounts) as well as to  select, summarise and analyse information and ideas in spoken and written 
texts and respond appropriately by incorporating diverse structures and language features to convey 
information and express own ideas.  
 

How will the students know what is expected of them in Year 9? 
 

Year 9 Russian Formal Assessment Schedule for Comprehensive classes 

Topic/Area of study Type of Task Weight Timeframe 

Term 1 Topics 
 

Reading and Responding 
Listening and Responding 
Class and homework 

10% 
10% 
5% 

Week 5 
Week 10 
Ongoing 

Term 2 Topics 
 

Writing 
Speaking 
Class and homework 

10% 
10% 
5% 

Week 5 
Week 10 
Ongoing 

Term 3 Topics 
 

Writing 
Listening 
Class and homework 

10% 
10% 
5% 

Week 5 
Week 10 
Ongoing 

Term 4 Topics Reading 
Speaking 
Class and homework 

10% 
10% 
5% 

Week 5 
Week  5 
Ongoing 

 
Course differentiation for Russian: 

Student learning needs are accommodated through the provision of personalised units of work in 
Russian. 
 
How the learning in Year 9 Russian link does to the Higher School Certificate courses in Russian 
(Years 11 and 12) 
Upon satisfactory completion of this course background speakers of Russian can choose to continue 
study in year 11 and 12. 
 
Contact – Ms Collins (Head Teacher Languages) 

Homework expectations for all Year 9 students in Russian: 
Students can expect to receive homework at least once per week. This may include writing tasks (1/2 
page in English), vocab lists, finishing class work, grammar exercises, text types. 



 42

Visual Arts 
 

Visual Art is an elective course.   In Year 9 at RBSC students participate in 8 periods of Visual Arts 
per timetable cycle. 
 
What will students learn about in Year 9 Visual Arts? 

Year 9 Course Content       200 hour  

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

The Still Life  

Students will identify 
and work with the still 
life genre to create 
drawings and paintings  
in a variety of media. 
They will work from life 
set-ups and mediated 
images. 
Students will study the 
artworks of traditional 
and contemporary still 
life artists who work in 
2-D forms. 

Still Life and Objects 

Students will work 
develop the still life 
genre in their making of 
artworks. They will 
work with 3-D forms 
and more contemporary 
concepts of 
consumerism and 
commercialism. 
Students will study the 
artworks of 
contemporary sculptors 
and designers who work 
in 3-D forms. 

The Portrait 

Students will develop 
traditional drawing and 
painting techniques in 
portraiture using a 
variety of media. 
Students will learn how 
to produce a 
contemporary portrait 
using digital media. 
Students will study the 
artworks of traditional 
and contemporary 
portrait artists who 
work in 2-D forms. 

Portraits and Faces 

Students will use 3-D 
forms to create 
portrait sculptures and 
masks. 
Students will study the 
history of portrait 
busts and masks and 
contemporary artists 
who work in this genre. 

 
What will students learn to do in Year 9 Visual Arts? 
In Year 9 Visual Arts students will have the opportunity to develop skills in making and studying the 
Still Life and Portraiture in its various forms. These include drawing in pencil, charcoal, ink and pastels; 
painting on canvas; gouache painting on paper; collage and montage; assemblage sculptures; papier 
mâché sculpture; ceramics and digital media.   
Inspiration will be taken from life and mediated images.  
The work of relevant artists will be studied. 
 
How will the students know what is expected of them in Year 9 Visual Arts? 
Students are given a schedule of their assessment tasks as outlined below: 
 

Year 9 Course Content – 200 hour 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

The Still Life  
Wk 11 
Folio of artworks 20% 
 
Coloured pencil drawing 
Charcoal drawing 
Oil pastel 
Oil pastel & ink 
Mixed media composition 
Canvas painting 
 
 

Still Life and Objects  
Wk 4  
Compilation of theory 
notes about relevant 
artists studied in class 
5% 
 

Wk 9 
Assignment on artists 
practice 15% 
 

Wk 10 
Papier mâché sculpture 
and VAPD 10% 

The Portrait 
Wk 11 
Folio of artworks 25% 
 
Drawing  
Painting 
Digital Media 

Portraits and Faces 

Wk 5  
3-D artwork and VAPD  
15% 
 
Wk 7  
Yearly exam     10% 
 

 
How is the learning differentiated for the students in the selective students 
The Visual Arts students are given the opportunity to extend most of the practical tasks executed in 
class. The term 2 assignment is differentiated for the selective students so that they may choose to 
attempt to complete the task at a more challenging level. 
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Homework expectations for all Year 9 students in Visual Arts: 
Students are at times expected to research and bring source materials into class for both practical 
and theory lessons. 
Completion of some practical tasks when required. 
On-going assignment work is given once per semester. 
Revision of critical and historical studies for end-of-year exam. 
 
Other relevant Visual Arts information: 
There are many community art competitions which the students are encouraged to enter. Visual Art 
teachers inform and assist the students with their entries. Exhibition of students’ work is also 
encouraged throughout the school in displays and organized school exhibitions. 
 
Contact – Mrs Masterson (Head Teacher CAPA) 


